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English and Modern Languages Tutor 

 
Education 

University of Oxford: BA Modern Languages (2019) 

A-levels/IB: French (A*); Chemistry (A*); English Literature (A); Economics (A); 
Government and Politics (A); General Studies (A); EPQ (A) 

Teaching Experience 

Since November this year I have been tutoring a number of students online in English Literature 
and French. One student who has been particularly successful is Aric, who has taken his 
predicted C grade in French GCSE up to an A over the last couple of months. We have achieved 
this by working through the three parts of the speaking exam, and focussing on spontaneous 
answers.  
 
I have also been tutoring Ethan for French GCSE, and he has made great improvements across 
all areas of the subject. We have been successful by going over the exam specification in 
forensic detail, and making a plan that includes speaking, writing, and grammar. Our lessons 
usually consist of 5 minutes of recap from the previous few lessons, a 20-30 minute speaking 
or writing exercise, and then 20-30 minutes of feedback on the exercise. 
 
During my year abroad I spent nine months teaching English in Hamburg. My students ranged 
from refugees (who were absolute beginners) to A level students (whose level of English was 
B2/C1). My role was to offer cultural and linguistic insights into the English language by 
supporting the teacher and helping to plan and run lessons. For example, I prepared a quiz on 
the relationship between the UK and the EU to provide the A level students with the 
background knowledge for their essay on Brexit. Furthermore, in the week before the exam, I 
produced a ‘cheat sheet’ of useful essay phrases and Brexit facts to help the students with any 
last-minute revision. All of the students I worked with passed their exams. 
 
During the French part of my year abroad I also tutored a student in German to help her prepare 
for her GCSE exams. I began by setting the student a GCSE-level mock exam to gauge her 
proficiency and this highlighted her grammar and vocabulary as areas in which we could make 
the most progress. I therefore began lessons with a short vocabulary test, which was followed 
by some written and oral exercises that helped her to work on grammar and communication. 
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My student used the month of intensive lessons we had prior to starting the school year to catch 
up with her classmates and went on to pass her GCSE exams that year. 
 
 
Testimonials  

“Adam was a great teacher that made you feel comfortable with interactive lessons that suit 
what you need to progress.” (GCSE German student) 
 
“Adam is conscientious and hard-working, with a very good education and quite a lot of 
experience of teaching he gained on his year abroad as a student. So I think he would make an 
excellent tutor.” (Dr Charlie Louth, Tutor in German at The Queen’s College) 
 
Foreign Languages Tuition Approach 

As for French and German tuition I like to have a free chat where we can discuss what the 
student is aiming for. We might say a few words in the target language and try some 
grammar exercises, and following the chat I offer to set a short test to gauge where we’re at 
and how much tuition the student would like. I will then put together a teaching plan that 
covers the areas the student would like to work on so that we can get to the level they are 
aiming for on time. My lessons generally begin with a short chat in the target language at the 
beginning of the lesson and a few minutes of recap from the lesson(s) before to warm up. 
Then we will go into a speaking, or grammar exercise lasting around 25 minutes, which is 
followed by 25 minutes of feedback and targeted practise. During my lessons, I focus on 
getting my students to demonstrate understanding and achieve mini-goals. For example, we 
might aim to be able to conjugate three irregular verbs in the French present subjunctive at 
the start of the lesson, and then discuss the rules surrounding the subjunctive before putting 
together some sentences involving these verbs. I like to establish an interactive environment 
where my students do as much of the talking as possible and I am on hand to offer knowledge 
when they need it. I also believe that the human element in teaching is very important, and 
therefore recognise the importance of empathy, encouragement and a sense of humour. 

With respect to tuition for the admissions test, again I like to combine a goals-based approach 
with a human touch. As for the admissions test, the MLAT, I go through a mock exam or two 
with my students to highlight areas where we can make the greatest improvement. I tend to 
cover an area of grammar (e.g. the conditional tense, or the past subjunctive) in two lessons – 
the first consisting of a general discussion and the second a set of exercises. Within these 
lessons, I also find it useful to read text in the language and pick up areas of grammar. We 
can then put together what we’ve worked on by translating some sentences into and out of the 
language. For those applying for a beginners language, we can also work on the language 
‘made-up’ by the Oxford admissions tutors by doing practise exams and looking at other 
obscure languages. I believe my experience learning German and Arabic from scratch will be 
helpful to working out what simple sentences mean with little context. 

In terms of the interview, it tends to consist of four parts: i) reading analysing a poem (30 
minutes); ii) talking about the poem with the tutors (30 minutes); iii) talking about a text you 
have found interesting (20 minutes); and iii) a quick chat in the target language (5-10 
minutes). I will help students to prepare for the literature parts by going over poems in 
English and the target language to build the students analytical skills – namely picking up 
patterns in the structure, sound, and imagery of the poem. The poems set at interviews tend to 
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be quite random which puts the emphasis on analytical skills rather than prior knowledge. I 
therefore find it most productive to discuss literary techniques (such as alliteration, rhyme, 
and metaphor) rather than the context for this part of the interview. As for the discussion of a 
literary text, I like to build on the students own interests and keep things simple. For example, 
I had only studied ‘L’Etranger’ prior to the interview, so decided to read another famous 
French novel (in English) – ‘Madame Bovary’. We will talk about the areas of the book you 
found interesting and what you think it’s about, which will naturally bring up key themes and 
context. With respect to the spoken part of the interview, we will have some conversations in 
the target language about your motivations for studying the subject and any visits abroad 
involving that language. The aim here will be to build confidence, practise using stylish 
phrases, and brush up on any difficult aspects of pronunciation. 


